
July 14
Butterfly Count at Chaplin 
Nature Center, 8:30 a.m. -  
3 p.m.

July 17
Picnic at the Great Plains 
Nature Center, 6 p.m.

August 18
Edible wild plant walk at 
Chaplin Nature Center,  
9 - 11 a.m.

Wichita Audubon
Coming EvEnts

For more information about any Chaplin Nature Center programs call 
Shawn Silliman at 620-442-4133, or e-mail cnc@wichitaaudubon.org. 
CNC is located 3 miles west of Arkansas City on Hwy 166, north 2 
miles on 21st Rd, east 0.6 miles on 272nd Rd.
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CnC UpComing programs

July 14, Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Butterfly Count
Help us count and identify butterflies as part of the American Butterfly Association 
official count. Like a Christmas bird count, we fan out to locate all the species 
possible in a prescribed area around Arkansas City. More experienced counters will 
be teamed up with beginners, so if you don’t know much about butterflies but want to 
learn, this is a good opportunity!

August 18, Saturday, 9 - 11 a.m.
Edible Wild Plant Walk
Take a walk on the wild side and discover some of nature’s bounty. Participants will 
hike along the trails and identify some of the more common edible and poisonous 
plants. Advance registration is required.

sUmmEr piCniC
Join us on Tuesday, July 17, 6 p.m. for 
our annual indoor picnic at the Great 
Plains Nature Center. We’ll dine 
inside in air-conditioned comfort. The 
picnic is pot-luck, so bring a dish to 
share, along with your own service. 
Iced tea will be provided, or bring 
your own drink. After dinner we will 
watch a nature video in the audito-
rium. Bring friends and family for a 
fun time!



2012-2013 WAS Officers
President  Jay Newton  733-2486 jmnewtonus@yahoo.com
Vice-president Carol Cumberland 685-4867  carol.cumberland@swbell.net
Secretary Dennice Craig  788-0320  mdcraigster@gmail.com
Treasurer  Sharon Dilks 722-6927 johndilks@aol.com
Directors Tom Ewert 670-3140 trewert@yahoo.com
 Bob Gress 838-4130 bobgress@cox.net
 Kevin Groeneweg  706-9116  kgroeneweg@sbcglobal.net
 Mike Heaney 733-6458 jeager@southwind.net
 Larry Londagin 729-9984 llondagin@cox.net
 Curt VanBoening 776-0993 curtvb55@yahoo.com
Committee Chairs
 CNC  Kevin Groeneweg  706-9116  kgroeneweg@sbcglobal.net
 Conservation Curt VanBoening 776-0993 curtvb55@yahoo.com 
  Development  Mike Heaney  733-6458 jeager@southwind.net
 Finance Duane DeLong 684-7456 duane.delong669@gmail.com
 Membership  Sister Patricia Stanley  744-2192 pstanley@csjoseph.org
 Newsletter  Patty Marlett  942-2164  pmarlett@mac.com
 Programs  Carol Cumberland 685-4867  carol.cumberland@swbell.net
 Naturalist  Shawn Silliman  620-442-4133  cnc@wichitaaudubon.org

www.wiChitaaUdUbon.org
E-mail any officer: was@wichitaaudubon.org
Send address changes to Sister Patricia Stanley, 3700 E. Lincoln Apt 123, Wichita, KS 
67218, pstanley@csjoseph.org
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nEw offiCErs
New officers were elected at the May 
meeting. Their term of office begins 
July 1. Please thank them for their 
willingness to serve!
, Vice-president Carol Cumberland, 
Secretary Dennice Craig, Treasurer 
Sharon Dilks, Director Tom Ewert, 
Director Kevin Groeneweg. President 
Jay Newton will be serving the second 
year of his two-year term of office.
Also, a big thank you to outgoing 
director Jeff Calhoun who has accepted 
a teaching job in Dodge City and will 
soon be moving west!

Earth day
Thanks to all who assisted at the 
Boeing Earth Day event at the 
Sedgwick County Zoo on April 19. 
Students from third to fifth grades 
learn about nature and ways to live 
green through the many booths and 
activities at this all-day event. Out 
booth featured a banner that let kids 
compare their size to the wing spans 
of birds, plus a bird quiz and real 
owl study skins. Thanks to Kevin 
Groeneweg, the organizer, plus Patty 
and Jim Marlett, Tom Ewert and 
Carol Cumberland.

L to R: Tom Ewert, Carol Cumberland, Sharon Dilks, Dennice Craig, Kevin Groeneweg
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A Wet Spring Clean-up
The annual spring clean-up at Chaplin Nature Center in April was stormy and wet, but a few brave souls 
ventured out to help get the trails and visitor’s center ready for the season. Several students from Cowley County 
Community College and the Arkansas City High School Student council came out to slop through the mud to 
trim trails, clean the building and do general maintenance.
A few weeks later, a volunteer group from General Electric at Strother Field came out to complete any unfinished 
tasks. Armed with chainsaws and clippers, they tackled some dead trees close to the pole barn, removed invading 
saplings in the prairie, worked on the outdoor staircase and completed additional trail work.
Thank you to all the volunteers that came out to help keep the nature center in working order.
by Shawn Silliman

G.E. Volunteers at the second spring clean-up

CNC Receives Kohl’s Grant
Through the Kohl’s Cares Associates in Action 
program, the Chaplin Nature Center received a 
$1,500 grant to help benefit area youth through 
nature education programs.  Associates from 
the Kohl’ store in Derby volunteered at the 
Chaplin Nature Center this spring to help work 
on getting  the facility ready for educational 
programs.  As a result of the Associates  
commitment to helping the community, the  
local Derby store contributed $500.00 and 
Kohl’s Corporate contributed an additional 
$1,000.   
 

Kohl’s volunteers help at Chaplin Nature Center
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ChECk thE mailing labEl to sEE if yoUr mEmbErship is aboUt to lapsE
The upper left portion of your address printed above is the date your membership expires.
 Month/Year of expiration
 Name
 Address
 City, State ZIP
 There are two ways of being a member of Wichita Audubon: by joining the National Audubon Society, 
or by joining or making a donation  to the Wichita Audubon Society. IF YOU ARE A MEMBER of the 
NATIONAL Audubon Society, you receive Audubon magazine in the mail, as well as this newsletter. National 
will send you renewal notices when your membership is about to expire.

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER of the WICHITA Audubon Society ONLY, you do not receive Audubon Magazine. 
You should check the expiration date above. Use the form below to renew your membership, or go to www.
wichitaaudubon.org and click on Membership. If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, check the appropriate 
box below.

Name:
Address:
City, State, ZIP
Phone:
e-mail:
Yes, renew my membership in the Wichita Audubon Society at the following level:
___Individual - $20   ___Family - $25   ___Student (18 & under) - $10

___Remove my name from your mailing list
Mail to: Wichita Audubon Society, P.O. Box 47607, Wichita, KS 67201


