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January Meeting

Join us as Tom Ewert and
Rod Wedel take us on a
trip to Colombia! Tom
and Rod visited
Columbia, South
America, in July. The
presentation will include
some short videos by Tom
and Alejo, their guide, as
well as bird pictures by
Rod featuring many

colorful hummingbirds,

tanagers and antpittas.
They visited the primary
coffee growing triangle

between Bogota and Medellin where the Andes mountains divide into three
distinct ranges. There are over 2000 recorded species of birds in Columbia

and they were fortunate to see about 270.

Tom and Rod are both retired, and are active members of Wichita
Audubon and the birding community. Rod is on the WAS board of directors
and Tom is our field trip chair. They both travel a lot chasing birds around

the globe.

The program will be on Tuesday, January 20, 7 pm, at the Great Plains
Nature Center. If you can’t attend in person, a recording will be on Youtube

the next day.

January/February 2026
UPCOMING EVENTS

Information about all our activities is
available on our website. You can download a
copy of our 2025-26 Schedule of Events here.

January 3 & February 7, 8 am
First Saturday Bird Walk at
CNC

A guided bird walk lasting about 1
1/2 hours, weather permitting. Meet
at the Chaplin Nature Center
visitor’s center.

For more information call Eden Johnson
at 620-442-4133, or e-mail
cnc@uwichitaaudubon.org.

January 10 & February 14,

8 am

Second Saturday bird walk in
Chisholm Creek Park

Expect 1-2 miles of walking on
paved paths for about 90 minutes.
Meet in the Great Plains Nature
Center parking lot at 8 a.m.
Questions? Tom Ewert, 316-670-3140,
trewert@yahoo.com

Jan 24, Saturday, 5:30 - 7 pm
Owl Prowl at CNC

Discover the truth about our
mysterious nocturnal neighbors. The
evening will include a short
presentation, including some of the
naturalist’s photos of resident owls
at CNC, followed by a night hike to
listen for and identify their calls.

For more information call Eden Johnson
at 620-442-4133, or e-mail
cnc@uichitaaudubon.org.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBzA8JCBgw-5aUHVW1lM7jw
http://www.wichitaaudubon.org/pdf/Schedule25-26
http://www.wichitaaudubon.org/pdf/Schedule25-26.pdf

February Meeting

Our February program will be “Managing
Working Landscapes in Grasslands with
Birds in Mind,” by Evalynn Trumbo.

Evalynn will go over a variety of
management techniques that are meant to
balance the needs of working landscapes,
such as pastures or rangelands, and the needs
of birds that require varying grassland
habitats. _

Evalynn works at Wichita State University
as a research project manager in the
Biological Sciences Department. She manages
a large, multi-faceted research project to
study bird and plant communities in cattle
grazed CRP lands. She did her bachelor's at
the University of Missouri in Columbia in Fisheries and Wildlife Science and
her master's at the University of Illinois in Natural Resources and
Environmental Sciences studying the post-fledging survival of Golden-
cheeked Warblers. She's an avid birder from Missouri, but has worked in a
variety of states from Texas to North Dakota. She enjoys doing outreach and
extension work in natural resources, particularly when it comes to birds! She
also serves on the WAS board of directors.

The program will be on Tuesday, February 17, 7 pm, at the Great Plains
Nature Center. If you can’t attend in person, a recording will be on Youtube
the next day.

Two More Christmas Bird Counts

There are still two counts you can join in! These annual events are all-day
efforts to census birds in a 15-mile wide diameter circle. Volunteers count
every bird they see or hear all day. It's not just a species tally—all birds are
counted all day, giving an indication of the total number of birds in the circle
that day. All help is welcome.

January 3, Saturday, 7:30 am Red Hills CBC

Meet at the Casey’s General Store, 314 S. Iliff St in Medicine Lodge. Groups
will depart at 7:30 am.

Compiler: Pete Janzen, 316-519-1970, pete.janzen@sbcglobal.net

January 4, Sunday, 8 am Arkansas City CBC
Meet at Newman Park on Hwy 77 just north of the Arkansas River.
Compiler: Gene Young, 620-660-0547, youngg6264@yahoo.com

Inform the compiler if you plan to attend so they can plan ahead. That
also allows them to plan routes and to contact you in case cancellation is
necessary.

February 7, Saturday, 1 - 3 pm
Tour of the Sutton Avian
Research Center

Join us for a tour of the Sutton
laboratories and captive breeding

| facilities for species like Atwater’s

Prairie Chicken and Masked
Bobwhite. There may be time for a
little afternoon birding, too. The
Sutton Center is located at 393636
Gap Rd, Bartlesville, OK

Leader: Bob Gress, 316-765-2046,

| bobgress@cox.net

Feb 21, Saturday, 9 - 11 am
Chaplin Nature Center Eagle
Watch on the river

We will start with an indoor
program these beautiful raptors,
including identifying them by
sight and sound. We will tthen
hike to the river to look for them.
For more information call Eden
Johnson at 620-442-4133, or e-mail
cnc@uichitaaudubon.org.

Feb 21, Saturday, 12 -2 pm
Chickadee Bird House Build
at Chaplin Nature Center

Following the Eagle watch event
join us for a hands-on chickadee
birdhouse building workshop. All
ages are welcome. Before building
the naturalist will share quick tips
on how to maintain the new
chickadee house, best places to
install it, and what foods will
attract chickadees. Then the fun
begins as we build the houses. All
materials will be provided at no
charge. RSVP by January 15 to
reserve pre-cut materials. One
bird house per family!

To reserve your spot or for more
information call Eden Johnson at
620-442-4133, or e-mail
cnc@uichitaaudubon.org.
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Audubon of Kansas Lek Treks

The AOK Prairie Chicken Festival will be held April 9-12, 2026, in Hays,
Kansas! Experience one of the most captivating spectacles in birding as
Greater and Lesser Prairie-Chickens take center stage during their peak
breeding season. Witness the dramatic displays and fierce competitions as
males dance, boom, and battle to impress visiting females. This is a must-see
event for birdwatchers eager to witness this unique and vibrant mating
ritual up close—a true lek trek!

Visit the website at www.audubonofkansas.org/events /kansas-lek-treks
for more details. Registration opens on January 6, and the blinds fill up fast.

Pictures from the
CNC Fall Fundraiser

Everyone had a
good time at the
Chaplin Nature
Center fall fund
raiser, which
featured hayrack
rides to the river
and a bonfire with
hotdogs and
s'mores.

Minnesota Owils field trip

There are still a few spaces left for
our extended field trip to Northern
Minnesota, January 12 - 16. We will
be staying for four nights, allowing
three full days of birding at this
famous hotspot. Depending on our
luck with owls, we will likely visit
other St. Louis County hotspots,
including Duluth. Sign up HERE.
You will receive more information
about accommodations when you
sign up.

Leader: Kevin Groeneweg,
316-706-9116,
kgroeneweg1616@gmail.com

Annual Report available

The annual report for Chaplin
Nature Center and the Wichita
Audubon Society is available
through your browser HERE, or
to download as a pdf HERE.
This report covers our fiscal
year from July 1, 2024 through
June 30, 2025.
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Report from the Recycling Tour

Thirteen people joined us in November for a tour of the recycling facility in South Hutchinson. We were all
curious about what happens to that stuff we put at the curb. Owned by Waste Connections, it serves all the trash
companies in south central Kansas who offer curbside recycling. It even receives materials from Oklahoma and
Nebraska.

The plant uses a complicated systems of conveyors, magnets and robots to separate the various components,
which are ultimately baled and trucked to manufacturers who turn them into new products. They can handle 14 tons
an hour.

So, what actually gets recycled? The biggest volume is cardboard. Any box, even greasy pizza boxes, are accepted.
All other paper products — everything from cereal boxes to magazines to junk mail — gets bundled together and sold
as mixed paper. They cannot handle shredded paper, however, as it gums up their machinery.

Steel cans like soup cans and vegetable cans are accepted and are separated out by magnets. The only aluminum
they can use are beverage cans. Aluminum pie tins and tinfoil are not usable and get sent to the dump. Also,
aluminum cat food cans with a white lining cannot be used.

Right now they only have markets for three kinds of plastic. The first group is #1 beverage bottles of all colors.
The second group is #2 milk jugs and similar jugs that are not colored. Colored plastics like detergent bottles are the
third group. They cannot recycle PVC, Styrofoam, #6 plastics like Dixie cups or the flower pots you get from
nurseries. They are all discarded. Not everything marked #1 can be recycled. Clamshell containers from the grocery
store and similar molded products cannot be used because they were heat molded, which makes them brittle. The
manufacturers only want soft extruded plastics like beverage bottles. Also, small plastic objects like pill bottles fall
through the machinery, so they really can’t salvage them.

All glass containers can be recycled. They cannot use sheet glass — windows, mirrors, etc. Drinking glasses, jars,
and bottles of any color are acceptable. The glass is ground down to a sand-like consistency and sold to a company
in McPherson which turns it into fiberglass insulation.

Do not put recyclables in bags — the whole bag will get discarded. And do not put plastic bags in the bin. Do not
put batteries in recycling — they can cause fires. Vaping pens apparently contain lithium-ion batteries and are a
problem. They get crushed in the collection process and become explosive. The Sedgwick County website (https:/ /
www.sedgwickcounty.org/environment/recycling-guide/)has an excellent list of alternative places for recycling
everything from plastic bags to batteries to electronics to appliances.

You do not need to wash out containers for recycling, and you do not need to remove lids.

The end message is that, yes, the stuff you put at the curb does get recycled. Perhaps not as much of it as you
would like, but most of it. You can help by being conscientious about putting out only acceptable items and avoiding
sending them stuff they can’t use — especially plastic bags.

Our group looking at one of many conveyor belts Bales of plastic ready to go to manufacturers
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